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General Description

The BDME Radio / Disco System (the product) is a PC based media player and database program. Tracks can only be selected by artist and/or title using dialog boxes which display records from the database. Optionally, the database can contain chart information and link that information to the playlist records. Thus tracks can be searched for by artist, title or date.

Evaluation version

There is a version of this product available for evaluation purposes with a version of 1.1.0. This version is identical in all respects to the release version except that only the final 60 seconds of each track will be played.

Media Player

The product uses the Windows MCI interface for playing all media files without modification. It is primarily intended for playing mp3 or Windows PCM (.wav) audio files. No other file types have been tested but may work, without warranty, at the user’s discretion.

Internet Access

Access to the internet is performed only when selecting an option to import a new chart database. The files are read and merged with the database and the connection then severed. No other internet access is performed.

Registry Use

The product does not write to any part of the PC except to its own database files and to a single registry entry to record  user preferences and settings. Other information may be written to the registry and other places by the Windows operating system dependant on its configuration.

Chart database

The chart database does not have to be installed; in which case searches by year will not work and chart information will not be displayed on any screen.

The chart and hit databases are made available for automatic update via the internet at the earliest opportunity after release, currently each Sunday evening after 7pm UK time. Due to inconsistency in artist and title names between dates and sources and the reliability of the archive data no warranty can be made as to the accuracy of this data. BDME creates the chart file based on the date the release first enters the chart and its highest position to date. The format of the chart database is contained in the documentation and knowledgeable users can devise their own methods of maintaining it if desired.

The latest chart update via the internet is provided as a courtesy to the program’s users. This service does not form part of any license or purchase agreement and no warranty is given that this service will be continued indefinitely or to the promptness of its availability.

Windows Platform Requirements

The product is expected to function correctly on all versions of Microsoft Windows from Windows 98SE onwards providing that MCI is operating correctly.

Hardware Requirements

The product should run correctly on any PC with sufficient disk space to hold the media and database files. The lowest specification the product was tested on was a 2.4GHz Intel Celeron processor with 256MB RAM. The database during testing comprised a playlist size of 7,500 tracks and a chart database size of 21,500 records.

Installation

The product is self installing. That is, an installation takes place automatically the first time it is run. Users must adhere to the published installation procedure contained in the documentation before use.

Limitations and known problems

MCI does not support volume level control of .wav files, therefore the volume controls are inoperative when playing these files.

There are no known limitations as to the maximum sizes of the databases.

The directory structure of the media files currently limits the playlist to 100,000 records. Build options may increase this size if required.

