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Installation

Installation is a simple operation and should be no problem. Before installation you should choose a top level directory in which to hold your media files and a directory in which to hold your database. See the appendices for more information on directory structures.

To install the product, proceed as follows:

1. Download the appropriate zip file and store it in a  directory of your choice.

2. Unzip all the files, including this one, to a directory of your choice.

3. Run the program, playlist.exe (do not rename this file).

4. The program will detect that it has not been installed and, after warning you, will open the admin dialog.

5. Using the Browse button, select the top level directory in which you have, or  will have, installed the media files.

6. Using the browse button, select  the directory in which to store the database files.

7. Select times (in seconds) for automatic volume fade, the autochanger and the initial volume level at program start.

8. Do not change the system clock at this stage. More information can be found on this under housekeeping and maintenance

9. Set the maximum sizes you expect the playlist and chart databases to become. Ensure you allow sufficient space for these, otherwise the databases could become corrupt.

10. Save and exit the admin dialog. The main screen will be displayed.

11. Restart the admin dialog. Click on the system menu in the top left hand corner of the screen and select PlayList Admin.

12. By using the menu, you can now edit the databases to add tracks to your playlist or update the charts.

13. See the sections on importing charts, folders and housekeeping to find out how to begin building up your databases.

The Admin Dialog

You can use the Admin Dialog to edit your databases, build relationships between your playlist and the charts, maintain the number 1 database, download the latest chart from the internet, import a folder containing media files, check your media files against your playlist and set your log files.

Basic settings

Basic settings are described under installation. More advanced settings are:

System Clock

This is the interval in milliseconds between clock ticks. The smaller the number, auto change and volume fades will be  smoother and more accurate but on a lower spec PC might adversely affect the sound quality causing jumps and breaks. The default of 100ms will run the clock 10 times per second and should be right for most installations.

Database size

These settings tell the program how much space to allow for the databases when it starts. You must allow enough space for the current databases plus enough for any additional records you might add. It is recommended that enough space is allowed for twice the current chart size which, in the UK is currently just under 25,000 entries. These values can be increased over time.

The editors

To edit your databases, select the record you wish to change and use the edit boxes to affect those changes. Use the Find buttons to search for relationships and Update to incorporate your changes into the database. Use Quit to discard your changes and return or Save And Exit to save them to the current system and the database files.

Housekeeping

To build all relationships between the playlist and charts select Build All Relationships. To build just the playlist references in the charts database select Build Playlist References.

Logs

To set up logging and create a log file select Set Log File.

Import

To import the latest chart listing from the internet select New Chart Listing. This will not overwrite your relationships or your artist names and titles but may corrupt your database if it has been changed outside of the program. You can also update the Number 1 database from this menu.

To import a folder on disk, select Folder. Search for a directory or folder containing a CD on disk. The file names must be in the correct format as follows:

tt Artist Name – Title Of Track.xxx

Examples are:

01 Abba – Waterloo.mp3

02 Robbie Williams – Let Me Entertain You.wav

03-Katy Perry – I Kissed A Girl.mp3

The program only looks at the track number (the first 2 numbers) when searching for the file at play time. The artist and title information is optional but is used when building relationships and searching for tracks. This information can always be changed using the playlist editor.

Troubleshooting

To check all media files against the playlist, select Check Music Files.

An errorlog can be found in the database directory detailing any missing files along with other information.

File content and technical specifications

See the appendices at the end of these instructions.

Finding a track to play

You can find a track to play in one of four ways.

Manual Search

Click on Manual Search
Type in all or part of the artist and / or title you are searching for

Click on Search
If you are looking for a specific artist, place a # in front of the name. For example, if you search for Abba you might also see tracks for Black Sabbath listed. By searching for #abba, only tracks by Abba will be listed.

To add a track to the queue, either double click on the listing or select it and click on Add To List. If you have selected auto play, you can keep this box open indefinitely and tracks will continue to play in sequence.

Auto Search

Click on Auto Search
If you have a chart database installed, select the start and end years of interest and click on New Top 40 Selection. A random selection of top 40 entries from within those years will be displayed. Select them in the same way as for manual search.

Save / Load Playlist

Once you have selected between 1 and 10 tracks to play in sequence you can save that playlist to a file by clicking on Save Playlist. To load a playlist simply click on Load Playlist and your saved tracks will be added to the queue. If there are more tracks in your saved playlist than there is room in the queue not all tracks will be added.

Editing the playlist

You can edit the playlist at any time by clicking on Edit Playlist. You can’t change the currently playing track and you need to keep an eye on the time because the editor will lock out if the queue changes automatically while it is open.

Clear Playlist

This will stop all tracks and clear the queue

Search No. 1 On Date

If you have a number 1 database installed, type in a date and click on Search. The number 1 on that date will be displayed and, if it is in your playlist offer you the option to add it to the queue.

Transport

The program works in a similar way to a twin deck. It has two decks with separate faders for each deck. When playing a track it selects the next free deck to play the track on and, if there is one, starts playing the track on that deck. To see the status of the decks, check the warning lights below the faders. They will be one of 3 colours:

Red     – The deck is free

Yellow – A track is still playing but a new track has been started. Details about                       this track can be found in the status bar.

Green  – This is the current deck.

The current deck is playing the track displayed under Now Playing.

The last deck is either free or playing the previous track displayed in the status bar.

Playing a track

To play the next track in the queue click on Play Next Track. The program will play the next track in the queue and the volume of the selected deck automatically set to maximum. If Play Next Track is disabled it means there is something wrong, probably that there is no free deck. Check the  coloured warning lights below the deck faders in the top right of the screen. At least one of them must be red before you can play a track. Play Next Track is instantly disabled as the track starts and remains disabled for 10 seconds to prevent accidental double clicking.

If the media file is missing or corrupt Play Next Track will be ignored.

If a track is still playing it will continue to play at the same time and it’s details will be displayed in the status bar. To stop the last track click on Stop Last Track.

Faders

The Current and Last track fade buttons will change the volume of the tracks progressively between minimum and maximum volume and vice versa. 

You can use this to cross fade by clicking on both buttons in quick succession.

The deck faders are provided to let you know where the volume is in the fade cycle to help you create smooth fades although they can be adjusted manually if desired. The Master fader controls the maximum volume available. 

Stopping a track

To stop the last track, click on Stop Last Track

To stop the current track click on Stop Current Track. If the last track is still playing it will become current.

To stop all tracks click on Stop All Tracks. The queue will not be affected.

If Now Playing is red

If the track listed under Now Playing turns red it means that this has already played (at least in part) and will be replaced when you click on Play Next Track. To play this track again click on Play Current Track.

Single / Auto Play (Play Mode)

To toggle between single and auto play click on Play Mode. In autoplay, the next track in the queue will begin playing a number of seconds before the end of the previous track. This auto play time can be changed in the admin dialog.

Appendices

Playlist file format example

00101\Vanilla Ice\Ice Ice Baby\10469\

00102\Shamen\Ebeneezer Goode\11347\

00104\Kylie Minogue\Confide In Me\12550\

00105\Boyzone\Words\14015\

00106\Tasmin Archer\Sleeping Satellite\11349\

00108\Culture Beat\Mr Vain\11873\

00109\MC Hammer\U Can't Touch This\10262\

00111\Eternal\Power Of A Woman\13286\

00112\EMF\Unbelievable\10436\

00113\Farm\All Together Now\10477\

00114\Erasure\Always\12297\

The fields are as follows:

Location\Artist\Title\ChartRef\

The location is comprised of ccctt where,

ccc is the CD number

tt  is the track number

The final number is the record number in the chart database to which this record relates. It must be –1 if this track is not in the charts.

The backslash character is used as a delimiter and must appear at the end as well as between the location\artist, artist\title and title\reference.

Chart file format example

14/11/1952\Al Martino\Here In My Heart\1\1187\

14/11/1952\Max Bygraves\Cowpuncher's Cantata\11\4599\

14/11/1952\Rosemary Clooney\Half As Much\3\4240\

14/11/1952\Nat 'King' Cole\Somewhere Along The Way\3\-1\

14/11/1952\Bing Crosby\Isle Of Innesfree\3\-1\

14/11/1952\Doris Day/Frankie Laine\Sugarbush\8\-1\

14/11/1952\Frankie Laine\High Noon\7\3462\

14/11/1952\Mario Lanza\Because You're Mine\3\-1\

14/11/1952\Vera Lynn\Auf Weidersehen\10\5201\

14/11/1952\Vera Lynn\Forget Me Not\7\-1\

The fields are as follows:

Date\Artist\Title\Position\Reference\

The date must always be in this format of dd/mm/yyyy

The backslash delimiters must appear as above

The Position can be any number in the range 1 to 100

The final number is the record number in the playlist database to which this record relates. If must be –1 if this track is not in the palylist.

Media file directory structure example
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Note that the CDs must be 3 characters long and numeric. The media files must start with 2 numeric characters.

Database Directory

This can be any directory.

Networking

The media directory and database can be stored on a networked disk but due regard must be made for access speed since a slow network may delay the start of track play. The database files are only read at program startup and during editing.

